
CONFERENCE AGENDA & REGISTRATION INFORMATION

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
These workshops, taking place on Thursday, October 28th, provide an opportunity 

to hone your skills in an all-day intensive session with a small group of 
participants and expert instructors. Pre-conference workshops begin at 

8:30 am and run until about 5 pm; a separate registration fee is required. 
{

}

TIMBER FRAMERS GUILD

WORKSHOP #2
PLUMB LINE SCRIBING
with Glenn Dodge

In an e� ort to demonstrate plumb 
line scribe (PLS) as it applies to 
compound roof systems, we’ll use 
this project to brie� y explain many 
of the steps necessary to take a 
project from the initial design 
parameters to the cutting � oor. 
It is the instructor’s intention to 
show that PLS is not merely a 
technique to join funky or poorly 
sawn material together but also a 
system that can allow more free-
dom in design, streamline the draft-
ing process, reduce material costs, 
and improve the structural capacity 
of a timber system.

Though the techniques to scribe 
one timber to another will inevitably 
take center stage, we’ll also discuss 
how the freedom provided by PLS 
can and should e� ect timber ar-
rangement and joinery choices. 
The presenter uses its � exibility to 
help avoid or improve three- and 
four-way timber intersections, gain 
more shear area at compression 
joints, and integrate more visually 
appealing woods with standard, 
commercially available timber.

Though this is obviously a physical 
exercise, participants will also be 
going over the mental gymnas-
tics required to develop and place 
the proper reference lines on the 

WORKSHOP #4
DRAWING LIKE 
THE COMPAGNONS
with Boris Noël

The goal of this workshop is to provide 
an e�  cient approach to lay out com-
plex roofs using the drawing meth-
ods taught for centuries through the 
carpentry guilds in France. Boris Noël 
is a member of the elite Compagnons 
du Devoir and has taught these tech-
niques at previous Guild events and 
shops in the US.

We will use the same approach to 
our project used in schools in France, 
starting with a trestle (sawhorse) 
shown in the classic French carpen-
try “bible”: Traité Théorique et Pratique 
de Charpente by L. Mazerolle. We will 
not be able to complete the proj-
ect in one day but by the end of the 
workshop you should have the keys 
to complete it and attempt other 
projects in the Mazerolle book. This 
workshop will greatly increase your 
three-dimensional visualization skills 
and drawing technique, and give you 
the tools to tackle complex roof plans 
and compound joinery.

Boris Noël was born in Paris in 1968, 
and started his carpentry appren-
ticeship at the Compagnon house of 
Strasbourg in 1984. He was received 
(graduated) as a Compagnon in 1990, 
then taught at the Compagnon house 
in Rouen (Normandy) and worked 
in the Netherlands through 1992. 

WORKSHOP #5
TIMBER FRAME 
ENGINEERING COUNCIL 
(TFEC) SYMPOSIUM

WORKSHOP #1
THE GUILD TRAINING 
PROGRAM: CONSERVATION 
TECHNIQUES 
with Rick Collins

The Guild is proud to introduce its 
Apprenticeship Training Program 
and proud to present this Guild 
training curriculum component as a 
pre-conference workshop. Satisfying 
the classroom element of Section 16, 
Conservation Techniques, this work-
shop will cover these topics:

Ethics and standards—Learn about 
the standards and guidelines in-
volved in the ethical preservation of 
historic buildings, why materials and 
craftsmanship matter, and why we 
do this.

Dismantling techniques—Learn how 
to plan, organize, and perform a safe 
dismantling of a timber framed build-
ing.

Repair techniques—Learn how to 
identify and select repairs for timber 
structures and create e� ective metal 
and chemical repairs.

Conservation and preservation tech-
niques—Learn common practices 
used to conserve and preserve his-
toric timber buildings.

Inspection, surveying, and record-
ing techniques—Learn the tools and 
techniques used for investigating 
and documenting historic timber 
buildings.

Address Service 
Requested

P.O. Box 295
9 Mechanic Street
Alstead, NH 03602-0295 

26th Annual Eastern Conference

WORKSHOP #3
TIMBER FRAME BUSINESS 
COUNCIL (TFBC) 
STRATEGIC WORK GROUP

Drawing Like the Compagnons: 

“Plate 29” from Traité théorique 
et pratique de charpente by 

L. Mazerolle; H. Vial publishers. 

2010 Eastern Conference
Oct. 28–31, 2010

Le Château Montebello 
Montebello, Québec

Pre-conference workshops
Oct. 28th

layout � oor, and to ensure that 
timbers are laid into successive 
layups correctly. Please bring cop-
ies of Dodge’s recent articles in 
Timber Framing and the layout tools 
referenced therein. If time allows, 
the group will try to join and 
assemble this roof system. Please 
bring your hand tools!

Glenn Dodge, a lifetime resident of 
New Hampshire, grew up playing and 
occasionally working on his fam-
ily’s dairy farm in the little town of 
New Boston.  He fell in love with the 
many old timber framed hay barns 
on the property.  Glenn worked 
building log homes through college, 
graduated from NHTI with an En-
gineering degree in 1987, and has 
been designing and building tim-
ber framed structures ever since. 
In 1993, he started studying and 
modifying the French scribe system 
to allow for more freedom of design 
and material choice—he now uses 
it exclusively. Glenn is still  happily 
living in New Boston, now  with his 
wife and three children.

He graduated brevet de maitrise 
de charpente and taught in the 
Compagnon house in Nantes
through 1993. In 1993-4 he worked 
for Benson Woodworking in Alstead, 
NH and then settled in Troyes, 
France at Valentin Inc., a company of 
25 people specializing in restoration 
and traditional timber framing in the 
Champagne region. He served as 
maitre de métier in the Compagnon 
house in Troyes for four years, taught 
several times at the Heartwood School 
and at Guild events, and in 2003 grad-
uated as brevet de technicien supérieur. 
He is currently assisting in the Guild’s 
work exchange program with the 
Compagnons du Devoir.

Estimating repairs—Learn to iden-
tify and quantify the materials, labor, 
and equipment needed for repairs, 
including organization of materials, 
labor, and equipment and calcula-
tions of cost and time. 

The workshop will provide the car-
penter’s point of view using exam-
ples from 22 barn restorations in the 
Upper Midwest, addressing such 
questions as: How much damage is 
too much damage? Which types of 
timber structures are least/most chal-
lenging to restore? What can I do to 
restore a timber frame building?

Take a walk along the pathway of 
the Timber Frame Apprentice and 
learn valuable techniques that you 
can put right to work.

Upon successful completion of this 
workshop, participants will be issued 
a certi� cate indicating completion of
 the classroom portion of Section 16, 
Conservation Techniques. Further in-
formation about the Guild’s app-
renticeship program may be found 
on the website, www.tfguild.org.

Rick Collins is the owner of Trillium 
Dell Timberworks in Knoxville, Illinois. 
He has led a number of recent Guild 
projects involving historic structures. 
Rick is a past Guild president, a 
current member of the Guild’s appren-
ticeship committee and a journey-
worker of the Timber Framers Guild.
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Introduction by Joe Miller and • 
David Hourdequin
CA/US/Euro Timber Code • 
Comparison with David Moses 
and Alex Salenikovich
Historical Building Analysis • 
with David Fischetti
Decay Resistance and Treatment • 
with Mack Magee
Timber Grading with • 
Bruce Lindsay
Moment Resistant Screw • 
Connections with Maik Gehlo� 
Designing for Adaptive Reuse • 
with Jeremy Bonin
Closing Remarks by Joe Miller• 

Hosted by Duke Koehn and 
Greg Stine 



First Name  Last Name
Guild member? Yes  No

Mailing Address

City                    State/Province       Zip/Postal code

Company

Phone (Day)                       Fax

E-mail address

Vegetarian?  Yes No
Spouse’s name if attending

Children’s names/ages if attending

I’ll be attending the full conference
I’ll be attending as a commuter on the 
 following dates:
Oct. 28  Oct.29  Oct.30 Oct.31
I WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER FOR THE FOLLOWING 
PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP ON THURSDAY:
Workshop #1:  Conservation Techniques
Workshop #2:  Plumb Line Scribing
Workshop #3:  TFBC Strategic Work Group
Workshop #4:  Drawing Like the Compagnons
Workshop #5:  TFEC Symposium

T H E  M A I N  E V E N T
THE MAIN CONFERENCE BEGINS WITH BREAKFAST ON FRIDAY MORNING, 

OCTOBER 29, AND RUNS UNTIL NOON ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31. 
FOR A DETAILED SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND PRESENTATIONS, SEE THE 

GUILD WEBSITE AT WWW.TFGUILD.ORG.

}OUR VENUE: 
LE CHÂTEAU MONTEBELLO

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

REGISTRATION FORM
Please use this form for one registration; member/non-member 
and family. For additional registrations, or to save this page for 
further use, please copy this form. Return with payment (payable to 
Timber Framers Guild) to TFG, P.O. Box 295, 9 Mechanic St., Alstead, 
NH 03602-0295 or fax toll free (credit cards only) to 888-453-0879. 
Please type or print all information clearly, especially if you’re faxing. 
You may also register online at www.tfguild.org. Thanks for your 
registration! 

Summer Beam Book Store opens• 
Trade Fair opens• 
Children’s Discovery Workshop begins• 
Jennifer Anthony and Janet Kane—Working   • 
 with Your Engineer
Will Beemer—Apprenticeship Update• 
Hubert Berböeck—Wooden Building Trends   • 
 in Europe
Panel discussion hosted by Paul Freeman and • 
 Bonnie Pickartz—Timber Frames and SIPs:
 Managing the Marriage

Children’s Discovery Workshop continues• 
Summer Beam Book Store continues• 
Trade Fair continues• 
Jeremy Bonin—Timber Frame Design• 
John Connell—Treehouses: The Ultimate Green  • 
 Structure
Mark Gillis—Shop Drawings • 
Patrick Haacke—Passive House and Air-Tightness • 
 in Timber  Frame Buildings
Bill Keir—In� ll Details in the UK• 

Roundtable discussion with Al Cobb, David • 
Hourdequin, Adrian Jones and friends—Why 
You Need Professional Help

Conference meal package begins 
with breakfast on Friday and ends 

with mid-morning break on Sunday.

David Hourdequin—Trusses• 
Tim Krahn, Patrick Marcotte, and Tina Therrien— • 
 Sizing and Detailing the Timber Frame/   
 Straw Bale Wall
Brian Phillips—Rigging• 
Brian Phillips—Height Safety and Fall Protection• 
Mira Jean Steinbrecher—Finishing Details:  More  • 
 than Just a Pretty Frame
Greg Stine—Growth and Innovation: Finding   • 
Success in a Tough Market

The TFG Benefit Auction

 The TFG Benefit Ra�  e and Auction is 
a major fund raiser, made successful 
through our members’ generous and cre-
ative contributions of goods and services. 
Whether your donation is big or small, 
heavy or light, edible or wearable, serious 
or silly, it helps your Guild. If you cannot 
attend the Conference but would like to 
participate in this event, or if you have 
other questions about it, please contact 
the Alstead o�  ce.

Slide Show

Bring ten of your favorite 
slides (or better yet, send a 
CD in advance with elec-
tronic images) related to 
your work in timber framing 
to share on Friday night. 
Everyone’s work is welcome 
at this Conference high-
light. Further details will be 
included with your registra-
tion confirmation. 

Continuing Education Credits

Credits for architects and engineers 
are available for many of the seminars 
and workshops. Contact our office for a 
specific listing, or you may pick it up at 
the Conference. 
SCHOLARSHIPS to attend the Confer-
ence are available for Guild members 
and their families.

Application guidelines are at:
www.tfguild.org/scholarship.html.

CONFERENCE & WORKSHOP FEE SUMMARY

Full conference registration  $___________
Commuter registration (x no. of days attending)  $___________

Spouse/children registration  $___________
Workshop registration fee(s)  $___________

Guild membership dues   New Renewal  $___________

TOTAL  $___________

METHOD OF PAYMENT (CHECK ONE)

Check (U.S. funds only, please)                Money order
Credit Card (Visa/MC/AMEX/Discover)

Card Number    Exp. Date

CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION RATES
All fees listed in US dollars

REGISTRATION BEFORE SEPTEMBER 27
$400  TFG member
$500 non-member
$350 spouse or child over 12
$150 child 4 to 12

REGISTRATION AFTER SEPTEMBER 27
$450  TFG member
$550 non-member
$400 spouse or child over 12
$150 child 4 to 12

COMMUTER (ONE DAY; includes meals on day of attendance)
$250  TFG member
$275 non-member
$200 spouse or child over 12
$75 child 4 to 12

CONFERENCE FEE CANCELLATION 
AND REFUND POLICY

Cancellations received prior to Sept. 30 . . . 75% refunded
Cancellations received from Sept. 30 to Oct. 13 . 50% refunded
Cancellations received after Oct. 13 . . . . . . . . .  0% refunded

NOTE: The spouse rate also applies to children over 12 and 
is the same whether they attend the conference or not.

NOTE: Children aged 4-12 pay $125 for meals for the 
weekend or $65 per day; children under 4 eat free.

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP RATES
Thursday, October 18

 The fee for each pre-conference workshop is $175 for TFG 
members and $200 for non-members.

Lunch is included with your pre-conference fee. 

GUILD MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWAL 
FEE SCHEDULE

$100 for US and Canada residents
$135 for other international
$125 for family membership (North America)
$160 for international family membership
$ 65 for student membership (full-time, student ID required)
$100 for international student membership

$10 suggested tax-deductible donation to the TFG 
scholarship fund 

Certain discounts are available; visit www.tfguild.org 
for more information.

Please note that rooms at Le Château Montebello are 
not included in the conference fee.  Please make a 
reservation at http://www.fairmont.com/montebello 
or by calling the hotel at 866-540-4462 .

Bruce Lindsay—Power Lumber Grading for Timber • 
 Framers
Boris Noel and Will Gusakov—French Exchange• 
TFG Membership Meeting• 
TFBC Speaker’s Bureau• 
Axe Throwing and Joint Busting Demos• 
Business Roundtable         • 
TFBC Trade Fair Passport Drawing• 
TFBC Members Meeting• 
Bene� t Auction• 

Le Chateau Montebello combines remarkable architecture with rustic elegance in a country resort of international re-
nown. It is the largest log hotel in the world and features gourmet meals.

In February 1930, the site where Fairmont Le Château Montebello now stands was just a clearing in the woods. In just 120 
days, 5,000 carpenters erected the massive cedar chateau -- a construction feat that captured the popular imagination of 
the time, inspired newspaper features across North America and attracted crowds of onlookers.

Activities at Montebello include golf on a championship 18- hole course, mini-golf, � shing and boating on the Ottawa 
River, horseshoes, indoor tennis and squash, exercise room, saunas and swimming in the largest indoor pool in Canada.

SUNDAY

}OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
JOHN CONNELL

John Connell will be discussing treehouses: the ultimate green structure. In designing and building these light-hearted 
structures, Connell discovers a deeper understanding of what it means to design and build sustainably.  Lessons accrued 
from making treehouses for children in wheelchairs as well as for resort patrons with money to burn can and should be 
applied to the rest of our buildings.  Embodied energy, siting, durability, water conservation, and many other “pat” green 
topics must be re-explored when building 25-35 feet in the air. Nuts & bolts, fun stories and some new insights will have 
attendees asking questions and quite possibly modifying the way they think about sustainable design and construction 
in their own practices. 

John, an artist, author, architect, and teacher with a focus on solar, earth-sheltered, and environmentally-enlightened 
designs, is the founder of Yestermorow Design/Build School in Warren, Vermont. The Yestermorrow curriculum presents 
energy-conserving and environmentally-enlightened design/build methods as a standard approach to residential con-
struction and the school is the � rst and only institution in the nation where architecture students can learn about sustain-
able design/build technology, methods, and materials through hands-on construction.

Rick Collins—Historic Periods • 
Glenn Dodge—Plumb Line Scribing• 
Summer Beam Book Store closes• 

First Ever TFG Job Fair—• 
Structured, Yet Informal


